havenmagazines.com 14






“The Twilight Zone,” “Star Trek,” literature, poetry, writing,

and art. “l had to keep pinching myself,” Dwight said. “Over

the course of a year, we knew we were meant for each
other,” said Rebecca.

“That’s how we met —

through a book,” said
Rebecca with a smile.

havenmagazines.com

They decided to meet at a comic

book convention in Charlotte, North
Caroling, called HeroesCon. They
eventually got married, and Rebecca
moved from LA to Tennessee with Dwight and his sons. After
a few years, the family decided to move back to Lakeland.

“That's how we met — through a book,” said Rebecca with a
smile.

FUELED BY IMAGINATION

In January of 2017, the MacPhersons launched a new venture
—Hocus Pocus Comics. “We decided to do our own thing
and tell our stories that we wanted to tell,” said Rebecca.

When deciding on a moniker to be the essence of their
creative brand, Dwight thought back to J.R.R. Tolkien's
“Lord of the Rings,” specifically, how Tolkien imagined the
character Gandalf. “Gandalf doesn’t do magic — magic is
part of his nature,” he said. “I've always been fascinated
with magic in fantasy. Where does it come from? Where
does the power come from? To me, imagination is powerful
—that’s the source of magic, and so that is the way that |
approach magic in my books. Imagination is what creates
the magic.” After trying on a few names like Alakazam and
Open Sesame, they landed on Hocus Pocus Comics.

Their eclectic catalog of books includes “The Imaginary
Voyages of Edgar Allan Poe,” “Elevator,” “Houdini’s Silver
Dollar Misfits,” “Terra Somnium,” “Vampire Squid Boy,” and
an upcoming graphic novel, “The Key.”

From the minds of the MacPhersons, you'll find stories

both timely and timeless. Dwight described them as “an
amalgamation,” and indeed, they are. Many reference
historical characters or take a page from a literary classic. In
their debut comic, “The Imaginary Voyages of Edgar Allan
Poe,” the MacPhersons explore the celebrated storyteller
through a tale set in a fictionalized dream world complete
with mythological gods and monsters, “created by his
genius... and his madness!”

“What's really cool about ‘The Imaginary Voyages of Edgar
Allan Poe’ is | can also incorporate my love of mythology and
epic stories,” said Dwight.

For his part, Dwight is the President, Publisher, and Creator
of Hocus Pocus Comics with Rebecca working as Vice
President, Administration, and Managing Editor. The pair
work together, joining their genius to create lively stories
that anyone can enjoy — whether a comic book fan or

not. “This is a marriage of art and literature. It's a comic
book, but it has themes that you can relate to as well,” said
Rebecca.

FROM MIND TO PAGE

“We do it the way we want to do it,” said Dwight. “We're
involved in the whole process from character sketches to
penciled pages, to colors, lettering, production, and design
of the book itself.” Rebecca added, “We get to take our time
with it. [...] We're willing to do one book a year, maybe two,
to really tell the story like we want to tell it, and have it look
beautiful”

When Dwight tells her an idea, Rebecca imagines it as
amovie, “That’s how | see things, cinematically,” she

said. Dwight and Rebecca use the magic that is their
imaginations to develop the skeleton for a compelling story.
The comic book creators say the storytelling sweet spot lies
between not assuming your reader knows your ideas while
also not spoon-feeding them information.

The next step is to write it out as a screenplay with detailed
direction, which isn't too tough for the cinematically-minded
Rebecca. “Writers are always looking, and we're always
thinking about people’s quirks,” she said. She noted a

writer must convey the smallest details and mannerisms of

a character, so the reader can imagine just how they might
move their hair from their face or scratch their head.

With a graphic novel, these details and directions are
equally crucial for the artist. “The artist does not share your
imagination,” Dwight said. “He can't see the screens inside
my head, so the more description | can give, the better.”

The MacPhersons work with the artist, approving character
sketches and panels of sequential art, then have it inked and
colored before working with their production manager to
send files to the printer. They publish Hocus Pocus Comics
through Amazon.
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